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Th^ophile Gautier, Jules Sandeau, and L^on Gozlan were among the members ; and so dazzling were the pictures drawn by Balzac of the powers and scope of the society, that each one saw himself in imagination with a seat in the French Academy, and in succession peer of France, minister, and millionaire. It was sad that with these lofty aims the association should have been dissolved because most of its members were not able to pay their fifteen francs subscription. The first meeting was held at the Cheval Rouge, a very modest restaurant on the "Quai de FEntrepot," from which the society took its name. The members were summoned by a card with a little red horse on it, and under this the words " Stable such a day, such a place." Everything was carried on with the greatest secrecy and mystery, and the arrangements, which were conducted by Balzac with much seriousness, afforded him intense pleasure. The " Cheval Rouge " might have been a dangerous political society from the precautions he took. In order to avoid suspicion one member was always to greet another member coldly in society; and Balzac would pretend to meet Gautier with much ceremony for the first time in a drawing-room, and then by delighted winks and grimaces would point out to him how well he was acting.
In March, 1837, Balzac paid his second visit to Italy ; travelling through a part of Switzerland, stopping at Milan, Venice, Genoa, and Florence,